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Thank you so much for this award. It was very unexpected and I'm very grateful.  

 

I'm so sorry I can't be there today. I've got a three week old baby, Sophia, and although I'd 

initially thought I could just jump on a train with her, I've quickly learned that it's not that 

simple!  

 

I'm sorry I can't be there because I enjoyed my first ALC conference last year so much, and 

came away really inspired at a time when I had been feeling quite down hearted with legal 

aid cuts and all of the other pressures we were and are under as a profession. I'm very 

disappointed to miss the opportunity to meet Baroness Hale, who I've admired since I was a 

student and whose keynote speech I would have loved to hear. I'm also sorry because it's in 

Manchester, my home city and where I first worked with vulnerable young people and their 

families, as well as where my legal career started at the Citizens Advice Bureau, some work 

experience in the child care department at Stephensons, and evening classes for the law 

conversion course.  

 

Most importantly, though, it would have been lovely to receive this award surrounded by so 

many of the people who have helped me in my career and made me the solicitor I am. I've 

learned so much from several barristers who I've had the opportunity to work closely with on 

cases and who have been so generous with their time not just with our clients but with a 

junior solicitor who has at times needed a lot of guidance and support. My colleagues at 

Fisher Meredith, past and present, including Valerie who is reading this and who will be very 

embarrassed! She and the other fantastic solicitors I've worked with have never been too busy 

to answer a stupid question or to share their knowledge and experience, and I've learned so 

much from them. They've been aware when I've been at court on a difficult case or taken a 

difficult phone call and have always been extremely supportive. I want to give a special 

thanks to Emma Sherrington who was my supervisor when I was a trainee and then following 

my qualification. She has been an amazing person to learn from, not only because of her 

immense knowledge and experience, but also because of her passion for the work and for 

achieving justice for her clients. She has also consistently been reassuring and encouraged me 

have confidence in my instincts and to hold my own against more experienced lawyers when 

necessary in order to fight for my client. 

 

Thank you all, and thank you ALC for this award.  


