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For Immediate Release 

 
ALC WELCOMES HIGH COURT JUDGE’S CRITICISM 

 
The Association of Lawyers for Children (ALC) has welcomed comments made by 
Mr Justice Coleridge during his keynote speech to a conference for family lawyers on 
the state of the family and the family justice system in England and Wales.   
 
Co-Chair of the ALC Alistair MacDonald said, “Sadly, we recognise all too clearly 
the family justice system of which the Judge spoke, namely a system ‘overstretched to 
the point of collapse and acutely and chronically under-funded at all points.’”  
MacDonald continued, “The Judge’s comments echoed the stark warning that all 
involved in the family justice system have been sounding for the Government but 
which the Government still stubbornly refuses to heed.”  
 
Referring to the Judge’s description of the crisis in family legal aid, MacDonald 
stated, “The Judge hits the nail squarely on the head when he speaks of publicly 
funded family lawyers giving up and turning elsewhere, of family solicitors 
disappearing from the High Street, of family departments in solicitors firms limping 
along, unable to recruit newcomers or pay trainees.  This is now the everyday reality 
for publicly funded family solicitors under the Government’s legal aid reforms.” 
 
MacDonald continued, “Make no mistake, the availability of legal representation for 
the most vulnerable children and families in our society can no longer be guaranteed 
in towns and cities and rural communities up and down the country. The 
Government’s legal aid reforms will continue this decline, resulting in further erosion 
in the number of solicitors able to represent children in court proceedings which may 
lead to them being removed permanently from their family.” 
 
MacDonald concluded, “We have been telling the Government for two years that 
safeguarding children safeguards society and that if you take short cuts on the 
foundations of society you cannot complain when the house falls down.  These 
warnings have been sounded by organisations across the length and breadth of the 
family justice system and by the Select Committee on Constitutional Affairs.  That 
they have now been forcefully and authoritatively stated by a senior family judge 
demonstrates just how acute the situation is.  If the Government does not now take 
action to address the concerns the Judge highlights we must start to wonder whether 
they are even listening.” 
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Notes for Editors 

 
1. The ALC is a national association of lawyers working primarily in the area of public child care 

law. It has over 1200 members, mainly lawyers who act for children, parents, other adult 

parties, or local authorities, as well as other legal practitioners and academics.   It also has 

associate members such as Children's Guardians, social workers and other professionals 

such as medical staff.   Its Executive Committee members are drawn from a wide range of 

experienced practitioners practising in different areas of England and Wales, including 

London, Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds, as well as in shire counties and small rural 

areas.   Several leading members are specialists who have over 20 years experience in child 

law, including local government legal services, and several hold judicial office. 

 

2. The Association exists to promote access to justice for children and young people within the 

legal system in England and Wales. Within that framework, its aim is to develop and improve 

the practice of lawyers in meeting the needs of children who become involved in legal 

processes by promoting standards of best practice and interdisciplinary training.  
 
3. The speech of Mr Justice Coleridge, entitled Family Life – Family Justice – Fairness was 

delivered at the Resolution Annual Conference on 5th April 2008. 

 
 


