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NEW CO-CHAIR AT THE ALC 

 
Piers Pressdee, a barrister at Harcourt Chambers, has been elected as Co-
Chair of the Association of Lawyers for Children at its annual conference 
in Southampton that took place on 13th-15th November 2008. He succeeds 
Alistair MacDonald, who retires after three years in the role of barrister 
Co-Chair, and joins existing solicitor Co-Chair, Caroline Little, as joint 
head of the Association. 
 
Speaking about his successor, MacDonald said, “I am immensely pleased 
that Piers is taking over the role of barrister Co-Chair.  He brings to the 
post an expertise and a passion for children law that will continue to 
promote the aims of the Association.”  MacDonald continued, “At a time 
when the child protection and family justice systems are facing serious 
challenges which threaten access to justice for children and young people, 
I can think of no one more qualified to work with Caroline to ensure that 
these challenges are met.” 
 
Pressdee, a barrister specialising in children law, was called to the Bar in 
1991 and joined the ALC Executive Committee in 2005.  He is the 
principal author of two leading books on children law – ‘Contact: The 
New Deal’ (Jordans, 2006) and ‘The Public Law Outline: The Court 
Companion’ (Jordans, 2008). 

 
BABY P AND CHILD PROTECTION 

 
The ALC Annual Conference took place amid the public outcry that has 
marked the tragic news of Baby P and following the Government’s 
announcement of a further review of child protection systems in England 
and Wales. Speaking in his new role as ALC Co-Chair, Pressdee said: 
 
“We will watch the review closely, but let’s not wait for it to tell us what 
is already utterly obvious. The system failed Baby P. That child should 
have been subject to care proceedings, which would have given him a 
voice and ensured that his welfare was paramount. His interests should 
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have been independently represented by a court-appointed Guardian and 
an expert children lawyer, and his case should have been under the 
overall control of a judge grounded in family law with time enough to 
deal with his case properly. 
 
“Whatever the failings locally, the fault-lines in the area of child 
protection go to the very top of national government, which discourages 
the use of care proceedings that it views as too costly and which has 
undermined so many parts of the system that should have been there to 
protect Baby P. 
 
 “The Government may say that its priority is safeguarding children, but, 
when it comes down to it, it’s the Treasury that calls the shots and that’s 
why the family justice system is in such crisis. 
 
“The culture needs to change. There’s too much emphasis on form-filling, 
box-ticking and budget-balancing. What really matters is the child – all 
the children in our society, their safety and their welfare. That’s where 
our focus should be and where our resources should go. And we don’t 
need a report to tell us that.”  
 

-ENDS- 
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Notes for Editors 
 

1. The ALC is a national association of lawyers working in the field of children law. It has over 

1200 members, mainly lawyers who act for children, parents, other adult parties, or local 

authorities, as well as other legal practitioners and academics. It also has associate members 

such as Children's Guardians, social workers and other professionals such as medical staff.  

Its Executive Committee members are drawn from a wide range of experienced practitioners 

practising in different areas of England and Wales, including London, Birmingham, 

Manchester and Leeds, as well as in shire counties and small rural areas. Several leading 

members are specialists with over 20 years’ experience in children law, including local 

government legal services. Many have written books and articles and lectured about aspects 

of children law and some hold judicial office. 

 

2. The Association exists to promote access to justice for children and young people within the 

legal system in England and Wales. Within that framework, its aim is to develop and improve 

the practice of lawyers in meeting the needs of children who become involved in legal 

processes by promoting standards of best practice and interdisciplinary training.  
 

3. The ALC has repeatedly warned the Government over resource deficiencies within the child 

protection and family justice systems and in particular of the consequences of increasing the 

fee for issuing care proceedings.  Further details of the ALCs campaigns in this regard can be 

obtained in the first instance from the Association Administrator by e-mailing 

admin@alc.org.uk . 

 
 


