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PLANS FOR RECOVERY AT THE CFC 

 

Introduction  

It is now the time for CFC to reintroduce more attended hearings: it is generally better for 

the litigants,    it will allow us to increase the number of hearings in a list, it will bring about 

more agreements and reduce the number of final hearings. 

Nearly all the staff and resident judges have been working in the building throughout 2021 

(and many before) and HMCTS are keeping it a safe environment.  All Judges are now back 

working at First Avenue House.    

The changes will be gradual: most cases already listed to take place as remote or hybrid will 

remain as such, but some may be changed to attended if the judge considers it is in the 

interests of justice to do so. We will try to avoid doing this on short notice. 

Future Listing at CFC 

Cases being listed from now on before Judges and Magistrates will be listed on the following 

basis: 

- PUBLIC LAW:  EPOs and ICOs (unless extremely urgent), IRHs and FHs will be 

attended. 

- PRIVATE LAW:   FHDRAs, DRAs and FHs will be attended. 

- OTHER URGENT PRIVATE LAW applications:   will generally remain remote/hybrid. 

- FLA applications:   will remain remote/hybrid save for any FFHs which will be 

attended. 

- FINANCIAL REMEDY:  FDRs and FHs will be attended; FAs will remain remote. 

- ADOPTIONS:  hearings will generally be attended. 

- APPEALS: hearings will generally be attended. 

- IN ALL PROCEEDINGS:  DIRECTIONS HEARINGS:  CMHs and directions appointments 

will remain remote at present unless the judge or legal adviser listing the matter 

considers it beneficial for the hearing to be attended. We will be flexible so that we 

can use the technology we have got used to in a positive way; for example, a new 
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mother in hospital will be able to attend a hearing about her child remotely if she 

wishes.    

- EXPERTS such as doctors should normally give evidence remotely. 

- SPECIAL CASES: 

 The court will try to consider sympathetically any exceptional requests to attend 

remotely but this can no longer be on the basis of it being more convenient to do 

so. If a participant in the proceedings feels unable to come to CFC for medical 

reasons only,   they should obtain the other parties’ consent to that participant 

attending remotely; a draft consent order (without a fee) can then be sent in 

together with an email setting out why that participant is not able to attend,  and 

their contact details for CVP;  a judge will consider the proposed consent order. If 

consent is not forthcoming, an application will need to be made, marked in the first 

instance, for my attention.  

This policy will be kept under review, and feedback via your professional associations 

will be appreciated. 
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