
FLBA Recommendations for Complying with the E-bundles Guidance for Electronic Bundles in 

Public Law Cases 

 

1. The suspension of the requirements of the President’s guidance for e-Bundles used in 

the Family Court and Family Division comes to an end on 31 December 2022. From 

that date, all e-bundles prepared for use in care proceedings must comply with the 

guidance dated 29 November 2021 as amended by the President’s Guidance issued 

on 21 December 2021. 

2. It has come to our attention that, rather than providing uniformity across the court 

estate for the format of an e-bundle, the guidance is generating differing proposals 

for compliance and differences of approach across a number of local authority areas. 

The FLBA Tech Team has been asked by some Local Authorities about methods of 

compliance with the Guidance, so we have in this document proposed a solution. 

3. In our view, compliance can be achieved with ease and is a matter of managing the 

presentation of the index and not a difficulty with bundle construction itself. 

4. Of central importance to those using the bundles and preparing cases, be they 

judiciary, bar, solicitor or party, is that: 

(i) Each page has just one page number. The guidance does away with each page 

having both an ‘EB’ or PDF number and a Bates (A5 or D675) number. 

(ii) The page numbers do not change, and 

(iii) The documents are easy to find in the index, we suggest, by being grouped into 

sections by the category of document. 

 

The Requirements of the Guidance and Our Suggested Solutions 

5. The guidance requires each page of the court bundle to have one numeric number. 

‘Bates’ numbering, such as D32, is not longer to be used (see para 2 Nov 21 guidance). 

The bundle should be prepared to ensure “the numbering must follow sequentially to 

the last page”. 

6. Of real importance is the need for the page number that appears on the page to match 

the consecutive PDF page number. So, if page 346 appears on the bottom right of the 

page as a page number, the bundle must be constructed in such a way that when 

entering ‘346’ into the ‘find page’ or ‘go to page’ box of your PDF software, the correct 



page appears. This requires the index at the beginning of the bundle to be paginated 

as page 1 AND if the case is likely to grow, a number of blank pages should be inserted 

to ensure, if the index extends into further pages of text, the pagination of it and 

subsequent pages in the whole bundle do not change. 

7. For the first hearing, the Local Authority can prepare a bundle that has the usual 

sections that we are all used to in a public law case. For an example of an index for 

that hearing, see appendix 1. All that has changed is the absence of Bates numbering. 

There is no page B1. That page is page 15. The index has its own allocation of pages at 

the beginning of the bundle. 

8. After the first hearing, and as documents are lodged and included in the bundle, they 

should be added to the back of the PDF. This ensures that the pagination of the 

documents that are already in the bundle does not change. REMEMBER para 4(e) of 

the December 21 guidance states “Unless otherwise directed by the Court, the 

pagination on any page in an e-bundle shall not be changed in any later version of an 

e-bundle in the same proceedings”. 

9. Of course, adding pages to the rear of the bundle results in the tidiness of the sections 

we are used to using being lost as documents of similar type are not placed next to 

each other as the bundle develops. However, there is no requirement in the e-bundle 

guidance about how the index is presented. So, sections can still be used for the index 

and documents of each category can be placed in their respective place under the 

relevant section but the sequential PDF number must be used. See example index at 

appendix 2 for how the pagination appears as the bundle grows. 

10. All other requirements of the Nov and Dec 2021 Guidance can, and must, be met. 

Therefore, the index itself must be hyperlinked and the documents bookmarked so 

they appear in the list down the left side of the bundle. However, that bookmarking 

can, and should, appear in the same format as the index i.e by using sections to 

categorise the documents but the bookmarks themselves take the user to the 

document wherever it appears in the bundle using the sequential numbering. 

 

Recommendation 

11. It is our recommendation that all Local Authorities adopt the approach set out above. 

This will provide consistency across the Family Court estate and will enable all to 



comply with the guidance without losing the utility of category sections for the 

documents held within the bundle. 

12. If your Local Authority uses Caselines, liaise with your DFJ/FDLJ to ask whether any 

alteration to its bundle format is to be required by the Judges in your area. If 

alterations are required, we recommend that the approach set out above is adopted. 
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